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WELCOME FROM THE COMMISSIONER
Welcome to the league This league was built  from a vision of  creating a
competit ive,  organized,  and respected basketball  community where players can
compete at  a high level  and represent their  teams with pride.
On behalf  of  our league, I  want to personally thank you for becoming part  of  our
inaugural  season. Whether you’re a player,  captain,  off icial ,  volunteer,  or
supporter,  you’re helping build something that we believe can become one of
Ohio’s premier basketball  leagues.
Our goal  is simple:  create a competit ive,  organized,  and professional basketball
experience where every game matters,  every team has an opportunity to compete,
and every participant is treated with respect.
THE LEAGUE OHIO was created to give athletes more than just a place to play.  We
want to build a community where players can showcase their  talent,  compete at  a
high level ,  create lasting memories,  and represent their  city with pride.
We ask every player to compete with passion,  respect the off icials,  honor the
game, and represent their  team with integrity.  The success of  this league depends
on the commitment of  everyone involved.
Thank you for trusting us with Season 1 .  We’re excited to begin this journey
together and look forward to seeing you on the court .
Compete.  Represent.  Win.

Respectful ly,
K.  Wil l iams
Founder & Commissioner
THE LEAGUE OHIO
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LEAGUE OVERVIEW
Mission Statement
Our mission is to provide a competitive, organized, and professional basketball league where athletes
can compete at a high level while demonstrating sportsmanship, integrity, and respect.

Vision
To become one of Ohio's premier basketball leagues by creating an environment where every player,
team, and fan enjoys a first-class experience.

Core Values
🏀 Competition
🤝 Respect
🏆 Excellence
📈 Growth
🌎 Community

What Makes THE LEAGUE OHIO Different?
• Professionally organized league
• Structured regular season and playoffs
• Cash prizes and championship awards
• Official rulebook and league standards
• Competitive but respectful environment
• Focus on player experience

"We're not just organizing basketball games—we're building a community where competition,
character, and opportunity come together."

— K. Williams, Founder & Commissioner
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LEAGUE FORMAT

Teams are ranked by their regular-season record throughout the season. Updated standings will be
posted weekly on the league's official social media platforms.

If teams finish with identical records, tiebreakers will be applied in the following order:

1. Head-to-head record
2. Point differential
3. Points allowed
4. Commissioner decision (if necessary)

League Standings

• Two (2) 15-minute halves
• 3–5 minute halftime
• Volunteer officials
• Running clock (unless otherwise stated in the Game Rules)
• Home and away team designated by the league schedule

Game Structure

THE LEAGUE OHIO Season 1 consists of an 8-game regular season. Each team will compete against
league opponents to earn wins and improve their position in the standings. Every game is important,
as regular-season performance determines playoff seeding.

Regular Season

📊 Weekly Standings Updated on Instagram & Facebook



At the conclusion of the regular season, the Top 4 teams will advance to the
playoffs.

Semifinals
• #1 Seed vs. #4 Seed
• #2 Seed vs. #3 Seed

Winners advance to the Championship Game.
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LEAGUE FORMAT (cont.)

"The regular season earns you a chance. The playoffs decide who leaves as champions."

— THE LEAGUE OHIO

🏆 League Champions
💰 Cash Prize
🏅 Championship Trophy
⭐ Most Valuable Player (MVP)
🛡️ Defensive Player of the Year (if awarded)
🤝 Sportsmanship Award (if awarded)

At the conclusion of Season 1, awards may include:
League Awards

The remaining two teams will compete for the THE LEAGUE OHIO Season 1 Championship.

The winning team will be crowned League Champions and receive the league championship trophy
and cash prize.

Championship

Playoffs
#1 Seed ---
           |--- Championship
#4 Seed ---

#2 Seed ---
           |--- Championship
#3 Seed ---



PLAYER ELIGIBILITY
Who Can Participate?
To compete in THE LEAGUE OHIO, every player must meet all league eligibility requirements before participating
in any regular season or playoff game.

Eligibility Requirements
✅ Must be 18 years of age or older before the first scheduled game.

✅ Must complete the official THE LEAGUE OHIO Player Registration.

✅ Must be listed on an approved team roster.

✅ Must sign the official League Liability Waiver before participating.

✅ Must agree to follow all league rules, policies, and the Code of Conduct.

Player Identification
Players must present a valid government-issued photo ID upon request to verify their identity.

Accepted forms of identification include:

• Driver's License
• State Identification Card
• Passport
• Military Identification

Compete. Represent.
Win.



PLAYER ELIGIBILITY (cont.)
Team Roster Eligibility
• A player may only be listed on one (1) team roster during the season.

• Once a player participates in an official league game, they are considered committed to that team unless a
roster change is approved by the Commissioner.

• Teams may not use unregistered, suspended, or otherwise ineligible players.

Ineligible Players
A player is considered ineligible if they:

• Are not officially registered with THE LEAGUE OHIO.
• Are not listed on an approved team roster.
• Have been suspended by the league.
• Provide false or misleading registration information.
• Have not completed the required liability waiver.

League Verification
THE LEAGUE OHIO reserves the right to verify player eligibility at any point during the season.

Teams found using an ineligible player may be subject to one or more of the following penalties:

• Immediate player removal
• Game forfeiture
• Team disciplinary action
• Suspension from league play
• Permanent removal from THE LEAGUE OHIO

⚠️ IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any team that knowingly allows an ineligible player to participate in a league game will automatically forfeit that
game and may face additional disciplinary action at the discretion of the Commissioner.

"Respect the game. Respect the process. Every player earns their place."

— THE LEAGUE OHIO

Compete. Represent.
Win.



If the score is tied at the end of regulation:

• A 3-minute overtime period will be played.

• Each additional overtime period will also be 3 minutes until a winner is determined.

• Overtime begins with a jump ball unless otherwise directed by the officials.

Overtime

THE LEAGUE OHIO uses a running clock during regulation.

The game clock will stop only for:

• Charged timeouts
• Player injuries
• Technical fouls
• Official reviews
• Any situation deemed necessary by the game officials

The officials have the final authority regarding all clock operations.

Clock Rules

Each official league game will consist of two (2) 15-minute halves.

• Halftime will last 3 minutes.

• Teams are expected to be ready to begin play at their scheduled game time.

• Games may begin early if both teams and officials are prepared.

Game Duration
GAME RULES



• Official game balls will be provided by THE LEAGUE OHIO.

• Players are responsible for wearing proper basketball shoes.

• Jewelry that may create a safety hazard must be removed before play.

• Headbands, compression gear, and protective equipment are permitted.

Teams should arrive at least 15 minutes before their scheduled game.

Before each game:

• Players must check in if requested.
• Teams should be prepared for roster verification.
• Teams should complete warm-ups before the scheduled tip-off.
• Failure to be ready at game time may result in penalties determined by league officials.

Pregame Procedures

Each team will receive:

• Two (2) 60-second timeouts per half

• Timeouts do not carry over into the second half or overtime.

• Each overtime period includes one (1) 60-second timeout per team.

Team Timeouts

GAME RULES (cont.)
Equipment



GAME RULES (cont.)
Official Authority
Game officials have the authority to:

• Start and stop the game clock.
• Enforce all league rules.
• Issue technical fouls and player ejections.
• Resolve on-court disputes.
• Make final rulings during gameplay.

All official decisions made during the game are final.

Late Arrival Policy
Teams are expected to be present and ready to play at the scheduled game time.

A grace period may be allowed at the discretion of league officials.

Failure to field the minimum required number of eligible players may result in a forfeit.

"Be ready. Be prepared. Respect the game, your teammates, your opponents, and the officials."

— THE LEAGUE OHIO



League officials have the authority to:

• Start and stop the game clock.
• Enforce all league rules.
• Call fouls, violations, and out-of-bounds plays.
• Issue technical fouls.
• Remove players, coaches, or spectators whose behavior threatens the safety or integrity of the game.
• Suspend play for injuries, unsafe conditions, or emergencies.

All judgment calls made by officials are final and are not subject to protest during gameplay.

Officials' Authority

THE LEAGUE OHIO uses volunteer officials who are committed to providing fair, safe, and competitive basketball
games. While officials may not be certified professionals, they are expected to enforce league rules
consistently and with integrity.

Officials are representatives of THE LEAGUE OHIO and deserve the same level of respect expected from every
player, coach, and spectator.

Volunteer Officials
OFFICIATING



OFFICIATING (cont.)
Player Responsibilities
Every player is expected to:

• Respect every official's decisions.
• Address officials respectfully at all times.
• Continue playing after a ruling is made.
• Allow only the team captain to calmly request rule clarification when necessary.

Repeated arguing or unsportsmanlike behavior may result in penalties.

Respect for Officials
THE LEAGUE OHIO maintains a zero-tolerance policy toward abuse of officials.

The following actions are prohibited:

• Profanity directed toward officials.
• Personal insults or threats.
• Aggressive gestures or intimidation.
• Physical contact with an official.
• Refusing to follow official instructions.

Violations may result in technical fouls, player ejections, suspensions, or permanent removal from the league.

"Respect the whistle. Respect the game. Respect each other."

— THE LEAGUE OHIO



Players must treat opposing teams with respect at all times.

The following behavior is encouraged:

• Handshakes or acknowledgments before and after games.
• Friendly competition.
• Helping an injured opponent when appropriate.
• Playing hard while maintaining respect.

Unsportsmanlike conduct will not be tolerated simply because "it's part of the game."

Respect for Opponents

Every participant is expected to:

• Compete with honesty and integrity.
• Respect teammates, opponents, officials, volunteers, and league staff.
• Encourage positive teamwork and communication.
• Accept victories with humility.
• Accept defeats with respect and professionalism.
• Represent THE LEAGUE OHIO in a positive manner on and off the court.

Player Expectations

THE LEAGUE OHIO is built on respect, integrity, and competition. Every player, captain, volunteer official, coach,
and spectator is expected to demonstrate good sportsmanship before, during, and after every game.

Winning is important, but how you compete defines the league.

League Standard
SPORTSMANSHIP



SPORTSMANSHIP (cont.)
Trash Talk
Competitive trash talk is permitted as long as it remains respectful.

Trash talk becomes unsportsmanlike when it includes:

• Personal attacks.
• Threats.
• Discriminatory language.
• Excessive profanity directed at another person.
• Attempts to provoke fights or retaliation.

League officials may issue technical fouls or remove players whose behavior crosses these boundaries.

Respect for the Game
Players are expected to:

• Protect league equipment and facilities.
• Follow league rules.
• Play with maximum effort.
• Help maintain a positive environment for everyone attending league events.

Remember, every game represents THE LEAGUE OHIO and its reputation.



SPORTSMANSHIP (cont.)
Zero-Tolerance Behavior
The following actions may result in immediate disciplinary action:

• Fighting or attempting to fight.
• Threatening players, officials, volunteers, or spectators.
• Intentionally injuring another participant.
• Throwing basketballs, equipment, or other objects in anger.
• Damaging league or facility property.
• Refusing to leave the court after an ejection.

Disciplinary actions may include technical fouls, ejections, suspensions, forfeits, or permanent removal from
THE LEAGUE OHIO.

"Play hard. Win with class. Lose with dignity. Respect the game."

— THE LEAGUE OHIO



Players not currently in the game must:

• Remain inside the designated bench area.
• Avoid interfering with gameplay.
• Refrain from arguing with officials.
• Support teammates respectfully.

Bench players may receive technical fouls for unsportsmanlike behavior.

Bench Conduct

All participants are expected to conduct themselves professionally before, during, and after every game.

Players, captains, coaches, volunteers, and spectators share responsibility for maintaining a safe,
competitive, and respectful environment.

Failure to follow league rules may result in disciplinary action.

Expected Conduct
GAME CONDUCT

Spectators are welcome and encouraged to support their teams respectfully.

The following behavior is prohibited:

• Harassing players or officials.
• Entering the playing court without permission.
• Using threatening, abusive, or discriminatory language.
• Interfering with gameplay.

League staff may remove any spectator creating a disturbance.

Spectator Conduct



A player, coach, or spectator may be ejected for:

• Fighting or attempting to fight.
• Physical contact with an official.
• Threatening another participant.
• Receiving multiple technical fouls during a game.
• Any behavior determined to endanger others.

An ejected participant must immediately leave the playing area and may face additional disciplinary action
from league administration.

Ejections

A technical foul may be issued for, but is not limited to:

• Excessive arguing with officials.
• Unsportsmanlike conduct.
• Taunting or provoking opponents.
• Profanity directed toward another participant.
• Delay of game.
• Unsportsmanlike bench behavior.

League officials may assess technical fouls at their discretion.

Technical Fouls
GAME CONDUCT (cont.)

"Every game reflects the reputation of THE LEAGUE OHIO. Compete with passion. Conduct yourself with respect."

— THE LEAGUE OHIO



GAME CONDUCT (cont.)
Fighting Policy
THE LEAGUE OHIO maintains a zero-tolerance policy regarding fighting.

Any player who throws or attempts to throw a punch may be:

• Immediately ejected.
• Suspended for multiple games.
• Removed from the league.

League administration reserves the right to review each incident individually.

Leaving the Bench
Players leaving the bench during an altercation may also be subject to disciplinary action, even if they do not
participate in the fight.

Game Protests
Team captains may request clarification on the application of a league rule.

Judgment calls made by officials cannot be protested.

All protests must be submitted to league administration following the game.



GAME CONDUCT (cont.)
Commissioner Authority
The League Commissioner has final authority regarding:

• Rule interpretations.
• Player eligibility.
• Suspensions.
• Forfeits.
• Schedule adjustments.
• League discipline.

Commissioner decisions are final.

Game Suspension
League officials may suspend or end a game due to:

• Unsafe playing conditions.
• Severe misconduct.
• Facility emergencies.
• Weather-related concerns (for outdoor events).
• Any situation that threatens player or spectator safety.

"Respect earns opportunities. Misconduct earns consequences."

— THE LEAGUE OHIO



PLAYER DISCIPLINE & SUSPENSIONS
League Discipline
THE LEAGUE OHIO is committed to maintaining a competitive, safe, and respectful environment. League
administration reserves the right to discipline any player, captain, coach, volunteer, or spectator whose
actions negatively impact the league.

Disciplinary decisions will be based on the severity of the incident, previous conduct, and available evidence.

Types of Discipline
League disciplinary action may include:

• Verbal Warning
• Written Warning
• Technical Foul
• Game Ejection
• One-Game Suspension
• Multiple-Game Suspension
• Season Suspension
• Permanent Removal from THE LEAGUE OHIO

League administration may skip disciplinary steps when an incident is considered severe.

Automatic Suspension
The following actions may result in an automatic suspension:

• Fighting or attempting to fight.
• Physical contact with an official.
• Threatening another participant.
• Intentionally injuring another player.
• Bringing weapons to league events.
• Repeated unsportsmanlike conduct.



PLAYER DISCIPLINE & SUSPENSIONS (cont.)
Repeat Offenses
Repeated violations of league rules may result in increased disciplinary action.

Examples include:

• Multiple technical fouls.
• Repeated verbal abuse.
• Repeated disrespect toward officials.
• Continued violations after previous warnings.

Repeated misconduct demonstrates a failure to meet league standards and may lead to removal from the
league.

"Talent earns respect. Character earns trust."

— THE LEAGUE OHIO

Players may request a review of disciplinary action by contacting league administration within 48 hours of the
incident.

League administration will review:

• Official reports.
• Statements from officials.
• Available video evidence.
• Witness statements, when applicable.

The Commissioner's decision following the review is final.

Appeals Process



PLAYER DISCIPLINE & SUSPENSIONS (cont.)
Zero-Tolerance Violations
The following behaviors may result in immediate removal from THE LEAGUE OHIO:

• Assaulting an official.
• Assaulting another participant.
• Possession of a weapon at league events.
• Hate speech or discriminatory conduct.
• Intentional destruction of league or facility property.
• Repeated behavior that damages the integrity or reputation of the league.

League Expectations
Every participant represents THE LEAGUE OHIO.

Players are expected to compete with integrity, respect league rules, and help create a positive environment
for teammates, opponents, officials, volunteers, and fans.

Failure to meet these expectations may result in disciplinary action.

"Your reputation is built by how you compete when no one is watching."

— THE LEAGUE OHIO



Most Valuable Player (MVP)
Awarded to the player who demonstrates exceptional performance, leadership, and impact throughout the
season.

Defensive Player of the Year
Awarded to the player who consistently demonstrates outstanding defensive effort and ability.

Most Improved Player
Awarded to the player who shows the greatest growth and development throughout the season.

Sportsmanship Award
Awarded to the player who best represents respect, integrity, teamwork, and professionalism on and off the
court.

First Team All-League
Awarded to the five players selected as the top performers during the regular season.

Individual Awards

League Champions

Awarded to the team that wins the THE LEAGUE OHIO Championship Game.

The Championship Team will receive:

• Championship Trophy
• Championship Rings (if awarded)
• League Championship Banner (optional)
• Cash Prize

Team Awards

THE LEAGUE OHIO recognizes individuals and teams who demonstrate outstanding performance, leadership,
sportsmanship, and dedication throughout the season. Awards are presented at the conclusion of each
season.

Excellence Deserves Recognition
LEAGUE AWARDS



LEAGUE AWARDS (cont.)
Award Selection
League awards are determined using a combination of:

• Player statistics
• Team success
• Sportsmanship
• Leadership
• League staff and official evaluations
• Commissioner review

All award decisions are final.
Hall of Champions
Each season's champions and award winners will become part of THE LEAGUE OHIO history.

Championship teams and individual award winners may be featured on:

• Official League Social Media
• League Website (when available)
• Championship Banners
• Future League Publications

"Champions are remembered for winning. Legends are remembered for how they earned it."

— THE LEAGUE OHIO



COMMISSIONER AUTHORITY

League Leadership
THE LEAGUE OHIO is administered by the League Commissioner, who is responsible for ensuring fair competition,
player safety, league integrity, and the successful operation of all league activities.

The Commissioner serves as the final authority on all league matters not specifically addressed within this
handbook.

Commissioner's Responsibilities
The Commissioner is responsible for:

• Interpreting league rules.
• Scheduling games and league events.
• Approving team registrations and player eligibility.
• Reviewing disciplinary matters.
• Resolving disputes.
• Protecting the integrity of THE LEAGUE OHIO.
• Ensuring a safe and competitive environment for all participants.

Rule Interpretation
Situations not specifically covered within this handbook will be decided by the Commissioner using fairness,
consistency, player safety, and the best interests of THE LEAGUE OHIO.

The Commissioner's interpretation of league rules is considered official.



THE LEAGUE OHIO reserves the right to amend or clarify league rules when necessary to improve league operations,
maintain competitive balance, or enhance player safety.

Any significant rule changes will be communicated to all team captains before taking effect whenever reasonably
possible.

Rule Changes

The Commissioner reserves the right to postpone, suspend, reschedule, or cancel any league event due to:

• Facility issues
• Unsafe playing conditions
• Medical emergencies
• Severe weather
• Public safety concerns
• Other unforeseen circumstances

Player and spectator safety will always take priority.

Emergency Authority

The Commissioner may issue decisions regarding:

• Player eligibility
• Roster disputes
• Suspensions
• Forfeits
• Schedule changes
• Facility changes
• Weather cancellations
• Championship eligibility
• League discipline

League Decisions
COMMISSIONER AUTHORITY (cont.)



COMMISSIONER AUTHORITY (cont.)

Final Decisions
The Commissioner's decisions regarding league operations, discipline, scheduling, and rule interpretations are
final.

Participants are expected to respect these decisions and continue representing THE LEAGUE OHIO with
professionalism.

"Leadership is about making fair decisions, protecting the game, and serving every player with integrity."

— THE LEAGUE OHIO

K. Williams
Founder & Commissioner
THE LEAGUE OHIO



GENERAL LEAGUE POLICIES

League Commitment
THE LEAGUE OHIO is committed to providing a competitive, organized, and enjoyable basketball experience for
every participant. All players, team captains, coaches, officials, volunteers, and spectators are expected to
follow league policies throughout the season.

Weather Policy
League games may be postponed, delayed, or canceled due to:

• Severe weather
• Unsafe travel conditions
• Facility closures
• Emergency situations

If a game is postponed, league administration will notify team captains as soon as possible and announce the
rescheduled date.

Facility Rules
All participants must respect the facilities used by THE LEAGUE OHIO.

Participants are expected to:

• Dispose of trash properly.
• Respect facility staff and employees.
• Use equipment responsibly.
• Leave benches and spectator areas clean.

Damage to league or facility property may result in disciplinary action and financial responsibility.



League registration fees are generally non-refundable once a team has been accepted into the league.

Refund requests resulting from extraordinary circumstances will be reviewed individually by league
administration.

Refund Policy

By participating in THE LEAGUE OHIO, players acknowledge that photographs and videos may be taken during
league events.

These materials may be used for:

• League social media
• Promotional materials
• League website
• Future marketing campaigns

THE LEAGUE OHIO will use media responsibly and professionally.

Photography & Media

GENERAL LEAGUE POLICIES (cont.)



Social Media Policy
Participants are expected to represent THE LEAGUE OHIO respectfully both in person and online.

The following may result in disciplinary action:

• Threats toward league participants
• Harassment
• Hate speech
• False or intentionally misleading public statements about league operations

Constructive feedback should be directed to league administration.

GENERAL LEAGUE POLICIES (cont.)

League Communication
Official league announcements will be communicated through:

• Team Captains
• Official League Email
• Official Social Media Pages

Players are responsible for staying informed throughout the season.

"A great league isn't built only on competition—it is built on communication, accountability, and respect."

— THE LEAGUE OHIO



CODE OF CONDUCT

Our Commitment
THE LEAGUE OHIO is committed to providing a competitive, respectful, and enjoyable environment for everyone
involved. Every participant shares responsibility for creating a positive experience on and off the court.

Participation in THE LEAGUE OHIO is a privilege, not a right.

Player Conduct
Every player is expected to:

• Demonstrate honesty, integrity, and sportsmanship.
• Respect teammates, opponents, officials, volunteers, and league staff.
• Follow all league rules and policies.
• Maintain self-control during competition.
• Represent THE LEAGUE OHIO positively both on and off the court.

Team Captain Responsibilities
Each Team Captain is responsible for:

• Communicating league information to players.
• Ensuring roster accuracy.
• Promoting sportsmanship within the team.
• Helping resolve concerns respectfully.
• Serving as the primary point of contact with league administration.



CODE OF CONDUCT (cont.)

Spectator Expectations
Spectators help create the atmosphere of THE LEAGUE OHIO.

All spectators are expected to:

• Encourage positive competition.
• Respect players and officials.
• Remain in designated spectator areas.
• Avoid interfering with gameplay.

Disruptive spectators may be asked to leave league events.

Commitment to Fair Play
Every participant agrees to:

• Compete fairly.
• Respect the outcome of games.
• Accept officials' decisions.
• Protect the reputation of THE LEAGUE OHIO.

Our Promise
THE LEAGUE OHIO promises to provide:

• Fair competition.
• Organized league operations.
• Respectful communication.
• A safe playing environment.
• Opportunities for players to compete and grow.



THANK YOU

Thank You for Choosing THE LEAGUE OHIO
On behalf of everyone at THE LEAGUE OHIO, thank you for becoming part of our inaugural season.

This league was created with one goal in mind: to provide a competitive, organized, and professional basketball
experience that brings athletes and communities together.

Whether you are a player, team captain, volunteer official, sponsor, or supporter, your commitment helps make this
league possible.

Season 1 is only the beginning.

Together, we are building a league founded on competition, integrity, respect, and community.

We appreciate your trust and look forward to creating unforgettable moments on and off the court.

OUR COMMITMENT
THE LEAGUE OHIO is committed to:

• Providing a safe and competitive environment.
• Treating every participant with fairness and respect.
• Operating with professionalism and integrity.
• Continuously improving the league each season.
• Building a lasting basketball community throughout Ohio.

STAY CONNECTED
Instagram: @TheLeagueOhio
Facebook: @TheLeagueOhio
Email: supervisor@theleagueohio.com
Website: Coming Soon

OUR MOTTO
Compete. Represent. Win.



THANK YOU (cont.)

"Great leagues aren't built in a single season—they're built by the people who
believe in the vision and choose to be part of it."

Thank you for helping build THE LEAGUE OHIO.

THE LEAGUE OHIO
Official Rulebook • Season 1

Version 1.0

© 2026 THE LEAGUE OHIO. All Rights Reserved.

"See you on the court."
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